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Undergraduate Level (5 credit hours)
Rationale:


This course examines the tradition of African American education from 1700 to 1950 and the implications of this tradition for educators and future generations of African American students.  The goal of the course is to provide students with a perspective on African American educational history that goes beyond the study of African Americans in the mainstream American context.  Therefore, in this course the education of African Americans is framed by the perspective of African American scholars, writing in the social and political context of the African American community.  During this course, students will study primary source documents from the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as well as the historical research of contemporary scholars.  Such a perspective reveals a historical struggle against educational hegemony; analyzes educational programs provided by and for African Americans; and, articulates the educational ideology of these scholars.

Relationship to Other Courses

There are no other courses currently offered with this focus for undergraduate students.  This course is specific to those with an interest in educational theory, policy, and practice from a multicultural perspective.  While it does represent the 1st of a two-part series of courses that examines African American education from an African American perspective, it can be taken with or without the companion course. 
Course Objectives:


Students will learn:

•
how racially stratified educational structures sought to perpetuate the oppression of African Americans and the community's response to these threats;

•
how African Americans were able to challenge the prevailing dominant academic structures which sought to control and curtail educational opportunities for the African American community; and

•
what "currents of thought" or themes are present though out this body of knowledge generated by African American scholarship.


Students will also develop and strengthen skills in the analysis and synthesis of themes presented in the readings, and in their ability to make connections to current educational issues.

Diversity:

This course is useful for those with an interest in educational theory, policy, and practice from multicultural perspectives.  Implementation of the course emphasizes activities that promote the use and respect of different ways of knowing and learning.   Moreover, this course meets the Social Diversity in the United States Requirement for GEC and addresses the following goals:

1.
Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States.

2.  Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values.

Technology:  


Students will engage technology through posting weekly entries to the course chat board.  This use will allow students to interact with each other’s ideas on class topics/responses in a much more broad manner than traditional class hours will allow. 

Topical Outline:

Week 1: Introduction

Class 1:  

Introduction:  Overview of Syllabus and Introductory Lecture

Class 2:  

Reading: 
 “The attitude of the American mind toward the Negro intellect.”

A. Crummell, (1897)

     
Assignment Due: Reaction paper (2-3 pages)

Weeks 2-3:  Education of Blacks in the South

Class 3    Anderson, James.  The Education of Blacks in the South.

Class 4:   Anderson continued

Class 5:   W.E.B. DuBois,  The Common   School and the Negro American
Class 6:  W.E.B. DuBois,”Education and Work,”and 

J.B. Cade, “Suggestions for making college labor programs planned educative experiences – with special reference

     to Southern University.”

Weeks 4-5:  Education of Blacks in the North

Class 7:    Franklin, The Education of Black Philadelphia, chapters . 3, 6, 7; 

Class 8:    Readings:  Franklin Continued 

Assignment Due: Abstract of progress on final project due Week 4 (worth 1/4 of final project grade).

Class 9:
 R. Logan, “Educational segregation in the north;”

Class 10:     L. Hill, “The state teachers’ college at Cheyney and its relation to 

            segregation in the north.”

Weeks 6-7:  Education of Black Women

Class 11: 


Readings:  
Primary documents selected from Gerda Lerner’s Black Women in White America: A Documentary History (in Reader) 



“Sneaking an Education: Memories of a Contraband” Susie King Taylor



“ Foolin’ Massa: Memories of a Contraband”



“ She Finally Went to School That One Night”, Josephine Thomas White



“ A Slave Woman Runs a Midnight School”, Milla Granson



“ Fight, and if you can’t fight, kick”, unknown 



“Teaching School to Keep Alive’ Maria W. Stewart (1832)

“ Establishing a Girls’ Department in the Institute for Colored Youth”,        

                                                                     Sarah Mapps Douglass (1853)

  

“ Training to Become an Educator” Fannie Jackson Coppin (1869) 

Class 12:


Readings:
Readings: A Voice from the South: By a Black Woman of the South 

Anna Julia Cooper (1892)
 

Class 13: 

Readings: 
Primary documents selected from Gerda Lerner’s Black Women in White America: A Documentary History (in Reader) 



“ Methods of Instruction” Fannie Jackson Coppin (1913)  

“A Teacher from the North” Charlotte Forten Grimke’ (1863)

“A Former Slave Teaches Black Soldiers” Susie King Taylor (1862)

“They Would Not Let Us Have Schools” Caroline Smith (1871)

“Schooling in the Jim Crow South” Septima Poinsetta Clark (1916-1928)  

“A Progress Report from the founder of the Haines School” Lucy Laney (1893)

“Fund Raising for Palmer Memorial Institute” Charlotte Hawkins Brown (1920-1921)

 
“The National Training School for Girls Appeal for Funds” Nannie Buroughs (1929)

“A College on a Garbage Dump” Mary McLeod Bethune (1941)

“Another “Begging” Letter”, Mary McLeod Bethune (1930)

Class 14:
 

Readings:
“The fringe dwellers: African American women scholars in the postmodern era;” B. Gordon,  (1995)

With Pen and Voice, pp. 100-119.  S. Wilson-Logan (1995) 

Week 8:  Educational Theory & Practice

Class 15:   

Readings: 
C.G. Woodson, The Miseducation of the Negro; 

Class 16:

Readings:
W.E.B. DuBois, “A philosophy of race segregation;” A. Locke, “The dilemma of segregation;”and B. Gallagher, “Reorganize the college to discharge its social function.”

Weeks 9: Student Projects

Class 17: Student Projects & Implications for Current Practice.

Class 18: Student Projects & Implications for Current Practice.

Week 10: Review & Reflection

Class 19:  Review for final exam

Class 20:   Journals due

Exam Week



Final Exam

Course Requirements/Evaluation:

ATTENDANCE – Attendance will be taken each class session.  Students receive 1 point per week for attendance.  One unexcused absence will be granted.

PARTICIPATION – Active engagement in weekly discussions is expected. Students will sign up to lead discussion of at least one session of topics/readings.

REACTION PAPER – After reading the Crummell article, students will be required to write a 2 to 3 page reaction to the ideas, evidence, and conclusions presented.  Reactions should include your opinion as to how the attitude of the American mind to the intellect of African Americans has changed since 1892.    

JOURNAL – Throughout the course students will keep a journal chronicling their notes, thoughts, observations and/or questions about topics and issues brought up in class.  Students are expected to turn in a minimum of ten (10) one-page entries at the end of the quarter.

ELECTRONIC POSTINGS – Each week students will post reactions/questions to the electronic discussion board.  Sharing sources, web addresses, etc. is also appropriate.  The idea is to share.

FINAL PAPER & PRESENTATION --  Students will be required to research a topic that extends and builds upon or explores other aspects of the topics covered in the class, using primary source materials from the time period under study.  The paper should compare and contrast viewpoints among the articles and the readings for class, as well as indicate what the implications of this literature are for current practice in education.   Students may work with a partner, but there should be no more than 3 students in a group.  Each student or group will be required to make a 10 minute presentation of their work to the class.  The topics could include, but are not limited to the following:  segregation in education; curriculum and /or classroom pedagogical issues; student development; vocational education, student outcomes; societal and political issues regarding the education of African Americans, etc.

The following journals would be a good starting point for your investigation.  It is highly recommended that you explore also other sources that may or may not be education related journals that were in circulation during this time period.

· The Journal of Negro Education, at the EHS Library

· The Quarterly Review of Higher Education Among Negroes, located in the Black Studies Library

· The Voice of the Negro, located in the Main Library Stacks.

All project/presentation materials will be turned in on the day of the class presentation.  Class presentations are scheduled for weeks 9 and 10 of the quarter.  Any project/presentation materials that are turned in late will have 5 points deducted from the final grade per day.

Final Exam – A take-home final examination, which will be due on the day and time of the final exam period during finals week. 

Letter Grading:

Students will be evaluated on the following point system:

Attendance
10 points maximum
10% of final grade

Participation
10 points maximum
10% of final grade

Reaction Paper
10 points maximum
10% of final grade

Journal
15 points maximum
15% of final grade

Electronic Posts
05 points maximum
05% of final grade

Final Project
25 points maximum
25% of final grade

Final Exam
25 points maximum
25% of final grade

                                  100 possible points               100% of final grade

Grades will be assigned as follows:

A
94-100%

C+
77 – 79%

D-
60-63



A-
90-93%

C
74-76%

E
59% and below

B+
87-89%

C-
70-73%

B
84-86%

D+
67-69%

B-
80-83%

D
64-66%

Statement of Students Rights:  Any student with a documented disability who may require special accommodations under The Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et. Seq (2001) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C 794, et. Seq (2001) should self- identify to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations.

Academic Misconduct:  Academic misconduct of any kind is a serious matter and will not be tolerated.  If you have questions about what constitutes academic misconduct and what procedures are followed, please consult the instructor.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-54 will be followed in cases of academic misconduct – “ Each instructor shall report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.”

Readings:


A particular effort has been made to expose students to primary source materials as much as possible.  The rationale behind this is for students to learn about the events and opinions concerning the education of African Americans through the voices of African Americans who lived the experience.  The Anderson text is the only exception, therefore, and has been included because of its excellent treatment of the subject and heavy use of primary source materials in its historical analysis.

Required texts:

Anderson, J. (1988). The Education of Blacks in the south 1860-1935.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.

Cooper, A. J. ([1892], 1969).  A voice from the south: By a Black woman of the south.  New York: Negro Universities Press.

Woodson, C. G. ([1930], 1977).  The miseducation of the Negro.  New York: AMS Press.

Gordon, B.     ED P&L 551:  An Historical Account of the Education of 

Black Folk in the United States: 1700 – 1950  -- Course packet. 

Closed reserve:

DuBois, W. E. B. (1911).  The common school and the Negro American.  Atlanta, 

GA: Atlanta University Press

Readings in Course Packet

· 
Crummell, A. (1897). The attitude of the American mind toward the Negro intellect.

·       Harris, Violet. (1994).  Historic readers for African-American children ( 1868-1944).  Uncovering and Reclaiming a Tradition of Opposition.   In Shujaa, M. (Ed).  Too Much Schooling Too Little Education.  A Paradox of Black Life in White societies.   Trenton:  Africa World Press. Pp. 143-175.

· 
1DuBois, W.E.B. (1930). Education and work.

· 
Cade, J. B. (1942). Suggestions for making college labor programs planned educative experiences -- with special reference to Southern University.  Quarterly Review of Higher Education, 10(1), January 1942, pp. 11-23.

· 
Franklin, V. P. (1979).  The education of black Philadelphia ..., 1900-1950, Chapters 3, 6, 7.  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

· 
Logan, R. W. (1933).  Educational segregation in the north.  Journal of Negro Education, 2(1), January 1933, pp. 65-67.

· 
Hill, L. P. (1932).  The state teachers' college at Cheyney and its relation to segregation in the north.  Journal of Negro Education, October 1932, pp. 408-413.

· 
Gordon, B. M. (1995).  The Fringe Dwellers: African American women scholars in the postmodern era.  In B. Kanpol and P. McLaren (Eds.), Critical multiculturalism: Uncommon voices in a common struggle, pp. 59-88.  Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey.

· 
Wilson-Logan, S. (1995).   With pen and voice: A critical anthology of nineteenth-century African-American women, pp. 100-119.  Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press.

· 
2DuBois, W. E. B. (1935).  A philosophy of race segregation.  Quarterly Review of Higher Education Among Negroes, 3(4), October 1935, pp. 189-194.

· 
Locke, A. (1935). The dilemma of segregation.  Journal of Negro Education, July 1935, pp. 406-411.

· 
Gallagher, B. G. (1936). Reorganize the college to discharge its social function.  The Journal of Negro Education, 5(3), July 1936, pp. 464-473.

